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Classic Ireland Tour Itinerary

Day 1 : Arrive at Dublin Airport. Transfer by private car to your Dublin city centre hotel. Stay for 2 nights at the Grafton Capital Hotel, a lovely Georgian Townhouse, nestled in the heart of Dublin’s most fashionable quarter. This afternoon, perhaps take a half day guided tour of the city. 
 
Day 2 : Today visit more of the sights of Dublin, perhaps visiting Dublin Castle ; Trinity College, housing amongst others the famous Book of Kells ; the Guinness Brewery ; “Ceol” , a vibrant centre of Irish traditional music ; Dublin’s Viking Adventures, giving a live interactive experience of life in Dublin under the Vikings and Dvblinia, telling the tale of Dublin’s mediaeval history. In the evening why not take a “Literary Pub Tour"! 
 
Day 3 : Pick up your rental car from Dublin city centre and drive south into the Wicklow Mountains. Explore Glendalough’s lakes and stroll through the ruins of the monastery founded by St. Kevin in the 6th century. Other places to visit include Avoca, famous for its weavers and the Meeting of the Waters. Stay overnight at Derrybawn Mountain Lodge, situated in a tranquil setting on the slopes of the mountain. 
 
Day 4 : Depart for Waterford on Ireland’s south coast. En route call at Kilkenny and take a stroll through the winding lanes and alleys of this ancient city. Tour the impressive castle and perhaps visit the Design Workshops. A diversion via Cashel is well worth the effort, with its famous Rock of Cashel whose history dates back to prehistoric times and the Bru Boru Heritage Centre, a centre of Irish Culture, with a daily programme of music and dance, as well as an Irish Village.  Stay the night in Waterford at Diamond Hill Country House, a recently refurbished guesthouse standing in its own award winning gardens. 
Day 5 : Tour the Waterford Crystal Factory, established in 1783, where world famous crystal glassware is produced. Continue to Cork and on to Blarney Castle, to kiss the legendary Blarney Stone. Finally arrive in Killarney, where you stay in the Abbey Lodge, another newly refurbished guesthouse offering high standards. 
Day 6 : Today visit the lakes of Killarney, in the Killarney National Park. Drive around the Ring of Kerry or perhaps the quieter but equally beautiful Dingle Peninsula, before continuing north to Lahinch in County Clare. Stay overnight at the Greenbrier Inn, a luxurious guesthouse close to Lahinch village overlooking the golf links. 
Day 7 : Travel north to Galway, visiting en route the awe inspiring Cliffs of Moher, Bunratty Castle and Folk Museum and Lisdoonvarna, home of the famous Matchmaking Festival. 

Drive around the coast of Connemara, one of Ireland’s most remote and beautiful regions and stronghold of the Gaelic language. The stunning scenery of wild moorland, rugged coastline, white sand beaches and turquoise sea are backdropped by the Twelve Bens mountain range. Stay overnight at Zetland House, originally a sporting lodge and now combining the charm of yesteryear with the sophisticated comforts of today. 
Day 8 : Spend some time exploring Galway city, then drive east towards Dublin. On the way, visit possibilities include the Heritage town of Athenry, with mediaeval walls and castle ; Athlone with another castle ; The National Stud and Horse Museum. Stay the night at Broadmeadow Country House, a country house set in 100 acres of farmland., conveniently located for Dublin Airport. 
Day 9 : After your last Irish breakfast head for the airport, drop off the car and fly out. 
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